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Programme 1 idiomatic expressions

Pouceni: neprekladat z materstiny (zvlasté idiomy a zazité obraty)! Naopak
vénovat zvySenou pozornost idiomatice v cizim jazyce, uéit se cela
spojeni!

Hello, my name is Claudia and I’m from Austria.

My story happened in New York, it was some years ago when | came there and
| wanted to do some practice in a museum. So | had to work with some quite
famous artists and they were going to prepare a certain exhibition. The boss
wanted me to keep out of some sort of business, | didn’t know what it was
about, but | realised that | should keep out of it, and therefore | said: “l won’t
put my nose into this”. And they all laughed and | didn’t know why. But
afterwards they told me that it’s not possible to say it this way, because it’s
somehow rude and means something different.

A GOOD METHOD OF LEARNING NEW IDIOMATIC EXPRESSIONS IS TRYING TO
REMEMBER THE CONTEXT IN WHICH THEY WERE USED. MANY IDIOMS ARE
HOWEVER INFORMAL AND ARE USED ONLY IN SPOKEN ENGLISH.

I realised that | should keep out of it, and therefore | said: “I won’t put my nose
into this”. In German this is a phrase that’s OK, nobody will be offended. It’s a
phrase just to say “I’'m gonna keep distance, I’'m gonna keep out”. From this
point on | try to avoid to translate phrases, German phrases and just to use
simple and for me well-known English words in order to avoid such situations.

famous slavny
rude nezdvorily, sprosty, hruby
to keep out of nevsimat si né¢eho

I won’t get involved in it nebudu se tim zabyvat, nebudu si toho vSimat
I will stay away from it nebudu se do toho plést

to tighten one’s belt utahnout si opasek

to eat like a horse hodné jist, jist jako otesanek
my hands are tied mam svazaneé ruce

to pay through the nose zaplatit Silenou ¢astku

be ofended urazit se

Cviceni 1

Prelozte: 1. Letni dovolena mé stala strasnych penéz (zaplatil jsem za dovolenou
Silenou ¢astku.
2. Musim si ted' pristi mésic utahnout opasek.
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Programme 2 words with similar pronunciation
Pouceni: dejte si zalezet na vyslovnosti! (pozor na koncové znélé
souhlasky)

Hi, my name is Dino and I’'m from lItaly.

This story happened when | first moved to London. | had a friend there, also a
foreigner, from Japan, and one evening we met in a pub for a drink.

We were sitting and | just said: “Well, my ankle is in a really bad shape today. It
must be because of the 3-hour session in the gym.” Of course | thought he
understood clearly what | meant. But he replied: “So how old is your uncle?” |
decided to make a joke and | said: ‘Well, it’s of course my age.” When we left
the pub later on and we were saying goodbye, when | was leaving he said: ‘And
of course when you see your uncle, wish him well’.

ankle kotnik

uncle stryc

sth is in a really bad shape mit (Cast téla) zranénu
joke vtip

wish him well popfej mu, at’ se uzdravi
rice (rajs) ryze

rise (rajz) stoupnout, zvednout

I will have some chicken and rice for dinner.
salary plat

My salary will rise by 5% next year.

beans fazole

bins odpadkové kose

to provide poskytnout

Put old newspapers in the bins provided.
I always have baked beans for breakfast.

back zpatky, zada

bag pytel, taska

I left my keys in my bag.

to hurt zranit

I fell yesterday and | hurt my back.
pronunciation vyslovnost
recorded material natoCeny material
to compare porovnat
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YOU CAN PRACTISE YOUR PRONUNCIATION BY LISTENING TO ORIGINAL
RECORDED MATERIAL AND THEN RECORDING YOUR OWN
PRONUNCIATION. THIS WAY YOU CAN COMPARE AND CORRECT THE WAY
YOU PRONOUNCE WORDS IN ENGLISH.

Cviceni 2

PreloZte do (Ceské) cestiny a potom si to sami prelozte zpatky do (anglické)
angliétiny:
1. | will have some chicken and rice for dinner.
2. My salary will rise by 5% next year.
3. Put old newspapers in the bins provided.
4. | always have baked beans for breakfast.
5. | left my keys in my bag.
6. | fell yesterday and | hurt my back.
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Programme 3 words with similar pronunciation |l

Pouceni:  vyslovnost i poslech cizi feci je tfeba cvicit!
Song: Mousse T’s “Horny” — chorus “I’m horny, horny, horny, horny...”

Hello, my name is Dima and I’'m from Jordan.

I learned English a long time ago, so I could say that I’'m fluent in English,
however my friend Charleen from Hong Kong had just recently started
practising her English, so she was getting a lot of words mixed up.

This happened 3-4 years ago, when we were in university, Charleene and | were
in our dormitory, we were in the kitchen. And | was playing some Arabic music
and there was this very romantic song, which I thought was very silly. When |
described it to Charleen | said: “This song is corny”. And Charleen said:
“Horny? Isn’t that the word you use to describe sex?”

I’'m fluent in English mluvim plynné anglicky
dormitory studentska kolej

corny sentimentalni, pfeslazeny, otfepany, banalni, nazajimavy
horny nadrzeny

to describe popsat

to aviod vyhnout se
embarrassment rozpaky

deal dohoda, obchod

meal jidlo

grave vazny

brave state¢ny

to rescue zachranit

to drown utopit

dust prach

rust rez

filthy Spinavy; sprosty

IF YOU ARE NOT SURE ABOUT WHAT SOMEBODY HAS JUST SAID, IF
POSSIBLE ASK THEM TO REPEAT IT IN ORDER TO AVIOD POTENTIAL
EMBARRASSMENT.

Cviceni 3

Doplrite podle smyslu spravné slovo:
(deal/meal, grave/brave, dust/rust)

1. | usually have my evening ........ at six. 2. This place is filthy — everything is
coveredin ........ . 3. John rescued a drowning child from the river — he’s very ........ .
4. It is no laughing matter, the situation is very .......... )
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Programme 4 double meanings

Pouceni: pozor na vyrazy s nékolika vyznamy!

Hi, my name is Malgosia and I’m from Poland.

Five years ago | started my first job in the UK. | have to add that it was a big
international company, so apart from me being Polish there were a couple of
Polish colleagues, Italian, Spanish, etc. And one day in the office we were
talking about some place somewhere in the north of England, and one of my
colleagues said: “Oh, in this place — in the North of England - they’ve got a
huge nuclear plant”. And a colleague of mine... she says: “Oh, what kind of
plant is a nuclear plant, | know all plants — you know I’'ve got green fingers —
and I’'m very good with plants, trees etc, | love gardening and I’ve never heard
of this kind of plant.”

We explained to her that it’s nothing to do with plants in gardening, it’s about
nuclear power. So she laughed as well. And following morning she came to the
office and she said: “l bought a new plant, but | made sure that it wasn’t
nuclear”.

rock druh hudby, velky i maly kamen, skala, kostka ledu
plant rostlina, kytka

a nuclear plant jaderna elektrarna

I've got green fingers  vasniva a dobra zahradnice

drill vrtacka, vrtak

fire drill pozarni cviCeni

coach zajezdovy autobus (nikoliv méstska linka)

football coach fotbalovy trenér

boot vySSi bota (pohorky, kozacky)

car boot zavazadlovy prostor, kufr auta

SOME WORDS CAN HAVE SEVERAL MEANINGS, BUT ALSO SEVERAL
FUNCTIONS. FOR EXAMPLE, ‘PLANT’ CAN BE A NOUN, AS WELL AS A VERB.

Cviceni 4

Zakoncete podle smyslu:

1. He’s a footballer now, but in the future he wants to train footballers, he wants to
be....2. | need two holes on this wall for the bookcase so I'm going to use ... 3. When
you drive to the country, make sure you have a spare tyre in your....
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Pouceni:  slovnik je dalezitou pomuckou, ale musi to byt dobry slovnik a
pfiméreny schopnostem uzivatele!

Programme 5 dictionary

Hello, ’'m Simona and I’m from Prague, Czech Republic.

I remember once this story, which was quite embarrassing initially, but quite
funny now. I came to England and my English was very, very limited.

And | met this nice English man, who liked to have lots of conversations with
me. As we met about third time, | wanted to describe myself slightly better. A
couple days before | was browsing my dictionary — my Czech-English
dictionary — and | found this word which | thought would really describe me
well. So when | met him, | announced to his surprise: “Michael, I'm a real goer”.

He looked at me blankly for a while and then started to laugh. And | wasn’t sure
why, because my dictionary just said it’s a person who goes to a lot of parties,
parties a lot and likes company. But as he explained, this word is a slightly old-
fashioned slang word for easy girl, girl who would go with everybody.

I have to say he didn’t take it against me. In fact, | later on married him and
we’ve been married for 8 years now.

real goer Cinorody, spoleCensky Clovék, slang. divka, ktera stfida partnery
easy gqirl divka, ktera “jde s kazdym”
funny usmevny (pfibéh)

to browse listovat, prohlizet

to announce prohlasit, oznamit

reader Ctenar

painter malif

teacher ucitel

cooker sporak

film-goer naruzivy filmovy divak
theatre-goer rad chodi do divadla
church-goer pravidelné chodi do kostela
party-goer Casto chodi na vecCirky

tell you what part of speech urcit druh slova
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WHEN YOU LEARN A NEW LANGUAGE IT IS IMPORTANT TO USE A PROPER
DICTIONARY. IT SHOULD EXPLAIN HOW EACH WORD OR PHRASE SHOULD
BE PRONOUNCED, IT SHOULD ALSO TELL YOU WHAT PART OF SPEECH A
GIVEN WORD IS, THEN A DEFINITION AND IDEALLY EXAMPLES OF USE.

Cviceni 5

Zakoncete podle smyslu:

a person who likes theatre is ...........

a person who regularly goes to churchis ...........
a person who goes to parties frequently is ...........
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Pouceni: nestaci znat slovi€ka a spravné obraty, je treba znat ustalené
jazykové zvyklosti — uzus. (Anglictina je vSeobecné zdvofilejSi jazyk
nez Cestina, a proto musime davat dvojnasobné pozor, abychom
neignorovali nezbytné nalezitosti jako: do you mind, would you ..)

Programme 6 polite expressions

Hello, my name is HansPeter and I’m from Austria.

I remember quite embarrassing story when | started working at a very famous
hospital in London and | had a discussion with a colleague of mine, with a
female colleague of mine. She was English. And | knew | had some papers left
in my room, which | was going to show her. And then | just said to her: “Come
to my room later.”

And she was blushing and | din’t know why. And | went to my room. And, and
when she came she said: ‘Hans Peter you can’t really say it like that, because
that would be an invitation for a rendezvous.’

| said that because you know in German it’s a usual phrase, everybody would
use it and we wouldn’t put it in such a formal way, like “Do you mind coming to
my room later?” We would just say “Come to my room later and we can
discuss it further”. Through this event | really realised how the politeness,
dealing with each other and making a clear distinction between private and
professional life is important.

she was blushing Cervenala se

come to my room later (bez obratu: would you se z této véty stava nezdvorily,
dokonce i dvojsmysiny pfikaz. | Clovéka, se kterym se
dobfe zname, bychom méli pozadat pomoci could you
/can you pop into my office later?

to pop in na chvilku zaskodit.
polite zdvorily
distinction rozliseni

WHETHER YOU USE FORMAL OR INFORMAL ENGLISH IT IS ALWAYS BETTER
TO USE POLITE WORDS LIKE ‘CAN’ OR ‘COULD’ TO EXPRESS AN
INVITATION OR TO ASK SOMEBODY FOR SOMETHING. IF YOU ARE NOT
SURE, WHETHER TO USE FORMAL OR INFORMAL ENGLISH, IT'S SAFER TO
USE “COULD YOU” OR “DO YOU MIND” AND AVOID POTENTIAL
EMBARRASSMENT.

Cviceni 6

Prelozte:
1. ZaskocC se k nam podivat na fotky z dovolené.
2. mohl byste mi to zopakovat?
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Programme 7 group nouns - animals

Pouceni: jazyk je ovlivnén prostredim, zpiisobem mysileni...atd.

Hello, my name is Carolina and I’m originally from Argentina.

The story I’'m thinking about is about my father, who was brought up in a sort
of farming community. And all his expressions generally derive from farms or
anything to do with animals or agriculture. And when he moved to London...
it’s like he never really adapted, he still speaks in English, but all his
expressions or the way he talks, there’s always some anecdote or a word
referring to farming. And he always goes, like: the people he works with — “You
have to watch them like cattle”.

His colleagues always held him in great affection and they always go: “Oh,
well, Enrique, you can’t get the cattle these days” rather than ‘the staff these
days are no good”.

to be brought up vyrlst, byt vychovan
expression vyraz (jazykovy)

to adapt pfizpusobit se
anecdote kratiCka historka
cattle dobytek, stado
staff zaméstnanci

shoal of fish hejno ryb

school of fish hejno ryb

pack of dogs smecka psu

flock of seagulls hejno racku

THERE ARE OTHER WORDS IN ENGLISH USED TO TALK ABOUT A
PARTICULAR GROUP OF ANIMALS. HOWEVER, IF YOU’RE NOT SURE WHICH
ONE TO USE, IT'S ALWAYS SAFE TO REFER TO THEM AS ‘GROUP’. ALSO, IF
YOU ARE NOT SURE IF THE VERB THAT GOES WITH THEM SHOULD BE
SINGULAR OR PLURAL, CHECK YOUR DICTIONARY.

Cviceni 7

Zakoncete podle smyslu:
a group of birdsis ...........

a flock of birds is ...........

a group of wolves'is ...........
a pack of wolves is ...........
a group of fishis ...........
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Programme 8 turn on/off/lup/down

Pouceni: cizinci se nej¢astéji potykaji s frazovymi slovesy

Hi, my name is Soumitra.

I grew up in Berkshire with my mother, who went to an English speaking
school in Delhi. However, when she moved to London a lot of her contacts
didn’t have the same privileges as she did. (The)Mistakes they tend to make
with English — just translation problems. Things that frequently do get said for
example would be: “If you could turn the light up” when you go into a dark
room, even though the light is not already on. To turn up.

to turn on zapnout, pustit (radio, televizi, vodu, plyn), rozsvitit
to turn up zesilit (zvuk)

to turn down zeslabit

to turn off vypnout, zhasnout

to switch on zapnout (elektricky/ elektronicky pfistroj)

to switch off vypnout, zavfit (elektricky/ elektronicky pfistroj)

If you want to use this computer you need to turn it on first.

Turn off the light and go to bed. It’s late!

He turned the radio on, but forgot to turn it off when he left the flat. (pause).
She turned the hot water on, had a shower and then turned it off. (pause).
Our kitchen has no window, so you always need to turn the light on when you
go there and turn it off when you leave it.

Can you turn up the radio? | can’t hear what the presenter is saying!

It’s too bright in this cinema, they should turn the lights down a little.

| turn the heating up when I’m at home in winter, but after a few hours it’s too
hot and | need to turn it down a bit. (pause)

She always turns the radio up for the weather forecast, but then turns the
volume down again when the adverts are on.

WHEN YOU TALK ABOUT ELECTRICAL THINGS, YOU CAN ALSO USE THE
VERB ‘TO SWITCH’. SO YOU CAN SWITCH SOMETHING ON AND THEN
SWITCH IT OFF. HOWEVER, WHEN YOU TALK ABOUT WATER OR GAS TAPS,
YOU NORMALLY USE TURN — TURN ON AND TURN OFF.

Cviceni 8

Prelozte:
1. Prosim té, zapni pocCitac! 2. Mohl byste ztlumit topeni? 3. Mohl bys zesilit radio? 4.
Vypni, prosim té, véechna svétla!
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BAEAME Cesk A REDAKCE

CONFUSING ENGLISH - KLIiC

Cviceni 1

KLIiC
1. I've paid through the nose for my summer holiday.
2. | need to tighten my belt next month.

Cviceni 6

KLIC
1. Can you pop in to my house to see some holiday photos?
2. Do you mind explaining it again, please?

Cviceni 8

KLIC

1. Can/could you turn on your computer? or Could you switch on your
computer?

2. Can/could you turn down the heating?

3. Can/could you turn up the radio?

4. Can/could you turn off all the lights? or Can/could you switch off all the
lights?
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